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The Public: Attitudes and Perception
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Methodology

Online survey via Ipsos Household Panel (200,000+) Canadian adults
Non-agriculture participants

Surveys were fielded between August 17th and August 23th, 2012.

Data weighted by region, gender and age to be representative of the Canadian

Follow up focus groups across Canada

Province Sample Size
Atlantic 206
Quebec 308
Ontario 308
Manitoba 101
Saskatchewan 100
Alberta 101
British Columbia 105
Total 1,229

ELAD
BCFACC



Our Challenge

e Canadians level of knowledge of farming practices
— 93% know little, very little or nothing

10%

7%
37%
m Know a lot

B Know a little

W Know very little

® Know nothing
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Knowledge About Farm Types

il Know a lot about farming practices i Know a little Ll Know very little kl Know nothing about farming practices

w
o
=
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Canadian Beef Cattle...

Canadian Dairy Farming o7 3a%

Canadian Vegetable... | & 32%

Canadian Grain Farming : 35%

Canadian Fruit Farming 2 3¢ 35%

Canadian Chicken Farming : 37%

Canadian Egg Farming

Canadian Greenhouse...| & 35%

Canadian Hog Farming -' 33%

39%

Canadian Turkey Farming

Canadian Veal Farming 38%




Canadians Overall Impression of Canadian
Agriculture
41% .

2006

B Very Positive

B Somewhat
Positive

ASZ% 2%

m Neither positive
2009 nor negative

B Somewhat
negative

1)
NM 1%
| B Very negative

® Don't know
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Respondents Who Have Positive
lmpressions

2006 (n=1180) 2009 (n=1194) L2012 (n=1229)

58% 58%
55% | 55%

48% 48% 48%
46% |

56% °7% 55% 55%

52% 52%

e

' n‘ﬁ
British Columbia Alberta Saskatchewan Manitoba Ontario Quebec Atlantic
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Do They Want to Know More?

Everything |G 10%
Environment [ 14%
Farming methods/techniques |GGG 17%
Treatment of animals |GGG 13%
Farm Products |GG 13%

Health & safety |G 2%
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What are Canadians Asking About?

* Confinement — cages, cannot go outside,
stocking densities

* Production practices — beak trimming,
castration, dehorning

* Antibiotics and hormones
* Livestock transportation and handling
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What are Canadians Asking About?

e Pesticide

* Water use

* Environmental impacts

e Sustainability

e Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)

* Factory farming = ALL OF THE ABOVE
EL AL
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5 Pillars of Sustainable Food Production

The safety of the food Canadians
eat

23% 3% 5%

The overall health of Canadians 22% 14%

The affordability of food in

Canada 214 A8

The Canadian environment, such
as soil, air, water, and O° 20% 15%
biodiversity

The welfare of farm animals in
Canada

id Most Important Issue i Second Most Important i Third Most Important kd Fourth Most Important Ll Least ImporlF E‘: ’1

14% Z 47%
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Unaided Criticisms About The Environment

Antibiotic/ Pesticides overuse (harmful chemicals run off into water)

Water contamination/ abusing/ chemical & waste run offs into water

Global warming/ climate changes

Drought (lack of rain)

Animal abuse/ poisoning of animal habitation

Fertilizer, manure overuse/ runs off into water

Emission (greenhouse gases (Methane), vehicles, factories, etc)

Environmental impact

Waste disposal

Other

None

Don't know

Top two concerns relate to
the overuse of chemicals
and resulting water
contamination

36% of
Canadians had
no criticisms
about the
Environment as it
relates to food
and farming

e AL
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Unaided Criticisms About Farm Animal
Welfare

High density/ crowding of animals/ animals are
not free-range

Animal overcrowding and the lack of
free range/run is a top criticism
mentioned by 16% of Canadians

Treatment of animals (including cruelty)
Inhumane conditions (including unclean)
Battery/ factory farming

Hormones/ antibiotics fed to animals
Poor feed/ feeding practices

Slaughter processes

Complaints from Animal rights groups

Transportation of animals

Almost half of
Canadians had no
criticisms about farm

None animal welfare
Don't know | 13% F E ‘n
l

BCFACC
D

Starvation of animals
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Environmental Perceptions of Livestock
Farming

M Very environmentally friendly M Somewhat environmentally friendly
H Neither environmentally friendly nor unfriendly i Somewhat environmentally unfriendly J
M Very environmentally unfriendly H Don't know g




Impression Information Sources
2%
Friends/Family/Word of Mouth |G 169 6%
3%

Farmers |10 7% 8%

Doctors/Nurses/Medical Professionals [NGA 20000 7% 8%
Farmer Associations _ 14%

Animal Rights/Welfare Advocacy Groups _ 8%

Government or Government Agencies | OBIGNININNSTo0NINN 24% 7%

B Very Warm, Favourable M Neutral M Very Negative, Unfavourable Dﬂf:‘m
BCFACC




Producers: Attitudes and Practices
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Methodology

* Six focus groups Ontario in December 2012.

* Quantitative surveys

e 402 surveys completed February-March 2013.
e Data was weighted by main farm type
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What would you say is your overall impression of

Canadian agriculture today? Would you say your
impression is...

kd Very positive kl Somewhat positive Ld Neither positive nor negative
kd Somewhat negative id Very negative M Don't know
74% 12%

[ : | ‘ ‘
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5 Pillars of Sustainable Food Production

M Most important issue id Second M Third id Fourth id Least important

The safety of the food Canadians eat

The Canadian environment, such as
soil, air, water and biodiversity

The overall health of Canadians

The affordability of food in Canada

The welfare of farm animals in
Canada




Farmer Associations with
Environmental Key Words

e Sustainability
* Environmenta

* Environmenta
Practices

Programs

Best Farm
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Environmental Practices

3

C&LLD S

At peace/
Normal

| Eager/
| Curious/Interested Enthusiastic

Disappointed Irritated

Farmers are comfortable and confident in what they are doing —
they stay up to date and adopt practices

General trust among farmers, doing the best they can for the
environment

m There is always something new to learn about

Farmers are eager to learn new techniques

m Technology and innovation is creating new opportunities

Disappointment is focused on others outside of farming

Farmers are concerned about where the best practices are coming
from

Farmers are irritated with some of the practices that have FE ; ‘l ¢ J
been introduced as best farm practices B C FACC




Environmental Farm Plan

Across the locations, several farmers within each focus group had participated in the
Environmental Farm Plan program.

Satisfaction with the EFP Program is High

= Generally, those who participated in the EFP program found the
experience to be good and feel it had a positive impact on their
operation.

= Funding concerns
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BCFACC




Making Changes to Environmental
Best Practices

Environmenta| Economic impact
impact J to the operation

Impact on ;
labour |

A e
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Environmental Criticisms
Antibiotic/ Pesticides overu:vz :l;:;mful chemicals run off into i— I o

Water contamination/ abusing/ chemical & waste run offsinto | _ -
water ;]
5o Top two concerns relate to
the overuse of chemicals

Drought (lack of rain) I Sggtrae; iunlg_{;gr:,vater

Global warming/ climate changes

Animal abuse/ poisoning of animal habitation I 3%

Fertilizer, manure overuse/ runs off into water I 3%

= 36% of
Emission (greenhouse gases (Methane), vehicles, factories, etc 2% )
(® gases| : ) —I Canadians had
no criticisms
Environmental impact 2%
LI about the
Waste disposal u 2% environment as It

relates to food

Other | 6% and farming

None I 36%

pon't know | 22 Frﬁn
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What’s Changed? Environmental Practices
Implemented / Changes Made

Total Environmental Practices Implementation

[+]
(n=402) | 71% )
i Lower Higher
Environmental Best Management Practices 76% Adopters Adopters
Implementation (n=402) ? (n=169) (n=233)
Product & Waste Management (n=388) _ 72% 79%
Water Well Management (n=387) 88% 93%
Precision Agriculture (n=340) 52% 65%
Improved Cropping Systems (n=376) 76% 88%
Horticultural Run Off Control (n=15) 71% Base size too small for
i comparison
Improved Manure Storage & Handling (n=275) 76% 87%
Farmyard Runoff Control (n=248) 85% E6%‘l J
| L ]
Upland & Riparian Area Habitat Management o FA
(n=198) 73% 8




Looking Forward — Challenges Over Next 5
Years -

Water Management Issues (Net) | 17%
Drought/ reduced rainfall | 7%
Water availability 5%
Water management/ conservation/ protection 5%

Water Quality (Net) | 9%

Water quality/ risk of water contamination i 5%
Nutrient Management (Net) | 7%
Manure handling/ management E 7%

Feasibility (Net) I 6%

Being able to finance the cost of newer practices/... i 4%

Other (Net) | 71%
Changing/ extreme weather/ Global warmi ng/..._ 23%
Government regulations 16%
Soil quality and conservation/ erosion 7%
Pressure/ lack of understanding (of rural practices)... 6%
(Reduced) land availability/ Urban growth 5%
Pest/ weed control/ (increased) resistance (to... 5% Hﬁ“ﬂ
Pesticide/ herbicide/ fertilizer use 4%

- BCFACC



One Message: Farm Environmental Practices

We care about the environment/ our land/ livestock

We produce safe/ healthy/ (best) quality food _ 21%

We believe in good stewardship/ responsible farming
] 16%
practices

31%

|

We use chemicals/ fertilizers in a responsible way/ limit
hormone use

We live on our farms/ consume our own products

We work hard/ do the best we can

It's in our best interest to protect the environment/ it's our
livelihood

We believe in sustainable development

Society must share the cost/ it is expensive to operate this
way

Society needs to be educated/ made more aware of what
we do

We care about future generations (of farmers)

We deserve more credit/ we know what we are doing

Buy/ support local producers

LA
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Farmer Associations with Animal
Welfare Key Words

sAnimal Welfare Best Farm Practices
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Animal Welfare Practices (1/2)

m Farmers are skeptical of where the animal welfare best
practices/regulations are coming from.

i m Farmers are feeling the increased pressure from animal welfare activist
groups and are concerned about the impact on their freedom to operate.

Worried/
concerned

m Farmers are confused about which practices are ‘best’

Confused

| % m Farmers are proud and confident about what they F E‘r,)

iy - are doing on their operation. B C FACC




Animal Welfare Practices (2/2)

m Irritated with being told what to do

m Some farmers feel regulations and ‘best practices’ are created for
iated large producers

m Farmers are curious as to what other farmers are doing in animal
welfare

Curious/Interested

m Similar to proud, farmers are satisfied with how they manage FE ‘: ,J

£ their operations and are confident in their practices.

BCFACC




Farmers ldentify Animal Welfare
Challenges & Opportunities
Challenges

* Third party intervention
* Animal rights groups pressure
* Unrealistic demands from uninformed individuals

Opportunities
* |Improve consumer image
* Public awareness/education
* Transparency/relationship with consumers and

showing public farmers care FE‘:}
BCFACC




What’s Changed? Animal Welfare Practices
Implemented / Changes Made

Total Animal Welfare Practices Implementation | 83% Lower Higher
(n=402) Adopters Adopters
. (n=98) (n=196)
Codes of Practice/Staff Training (n=258) _ 55% 71%
Housing Systems (n=294) _ 94% 99%
Feed and Water (n=294) _ 92% 97%
Health and Welfare (n=294) _ 94% 99%
Transportation (n=288) | 89% 96%
Biosecurity (n=290) | 79%
Euthanasia (n=271) | 86% GFACC



Looking Forward - Challenges Over Next 5
Years

Third-Party Intervention (Net) 23%

Animal rights groups (OSPCA/ PETA) 17%
Pressure/ unrealistic demands from uninformed individuals 11%
Housing (Net) _I 6%
Housing of animals/ separation of animals i 3%
Feed and Water (Net) _l 3%
Transportation/Handling (Net) _| 3%

Other (Net) 50%

Educating the public/ changing public perception 17%

Increased costs (of implementing reforms) 12%

Government regulations/ same regulations for small and
large farms

Disease control/ healt:::: 3% o F E‘n
BCFACC
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One Message: Animal Care Practices

Farmers care about their animals

It's in our best interest to treat our animals properly
Our animals are healthy

Farmers are doing their best/ working hard

We employ natural/ hormone-free practices/ organic

Farmers adhere to the best current practices/ government...

Support local farmers/ buy our products

The public needs to be educated about what farmers do
Our animals are raised in stress-free conditions

Our products are safe

Trust farmers, they know what they are doing

It costs farmers money to enforce better management...

Farmers are proud of how they do things
Well-cared-for animals taste better
Nothing

(DK/NS)

5

— 50%

21%
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Farmers Want Consumers
to Know More!




Top Concerns — Environment

Public Producer
1. Antibiotics and pesticide 1. Climate
use 2. Government regulation
Global warming/climate 4. Water quality
change 5. Nutrient management/soil
Drought quality
5. Poisoning of habitat 6. Lack of understanding of
6. Manure/water run off rural practices E. r
L AL
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Top Concerns — Animal Welfare

Public Producer

1. Density/access to natural 1. 3 party intervention
environment/containment Educating public
Treatment of animals 3. Increase cost of
“inhumane conditions” in implementing reforms
particular cleanliness 4. Government regulation

“Factory farming”
5. Use of hormones
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Implications and Recommendations
- Environment
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Implications and Recommendations —
Farming and The Environment

* Increase adoption of environmental best practices
* There are a number of areas for improvement

 Key drivers and barriers to adoption of environmental best practices revolve around:
» Farmer attitudes
» Feasibility
» Awareness and knowledge of best practices

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations —
Farming and The Environment

Farmer Attitudes

» Higher adopters much more concerned about environmental issues

» Lower adopters are not as concerned, and, there are a significant number of practices lower
adopters are aware of but have decided not to implement.

Feasibility

» Financial issues are by far the number one threat to success today and in the next 5 years
» Need practical, cost effective on-farm solutions

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations —
Farming and The Environment

Awareness and Knowledge of Best Practices

» Increased awareness (particularly among low adopters)
» Lack of familiarity with many of the resources

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations —
Farming and The Environment

Recommendations

* Increase awareness and knowledge of environmental best practices

* Increase awareness of, familiarity with, and, availability of resources for environmental farm
stewardship practices

* Improve feasibility of adoption via increased funding/financial incentives

* Increase research to identify practical, cost effective solutions to environmental problems on
the farm.

* Enhance public image of farmers

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations
- Animal Care
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Implications and Recommendations —
Animal Care

* Adoption of animal care best practices is high (83%).

* Thereis room for improvement in a number of areas

 Key drivers and barriers to adoption of animal care best practices revolve around:
» Farmer attitudes
» Feasibility
» Awareness and knowledge of best practices

» Publicimage

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations —
Animal Care

Farmer Attitudes

» Animal care issues are a bigger threat to success to livestock farmers than environmental
issues.

» Higher adopters of animal care best practices are much more concerned about animal
care

» In contrast, lower adopters are not as concerned about animal care issues

» Both have strong belief amongst farmers that they must take more personal

responsibility for ensuring animal welfare
ELALD
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Implications and Recommendations —
Animal Care

Feasibility

* Feasibility currently not as big of a driver of adoption of animal care best practices

 Lower adopters said increased costs (of implementing animal care reforms), and, government
regulations will be their biggest challenge over the next 5 years

 Want more research to identify practical, cost-effective animal care solutions

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations —
Animal Care

Awareness and Knowledge of Best Practices

» Low adopters unaware of best practices

» Expressed a need for more information on best practices

» Lack of familiarity with many of the resources available for animal

» Need to improve the awareness and availability of existing

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations —
Animal Care

Public Image

* Animal rights groups activism and continued agitation

*  Public misperceptions/misunderstanding

* Need to educate public to help change public perception

e Significant need and opportunity to improve image among

ELAL
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Implications and Recommendations —
Animal Care

Recommendations

* Increase awareness and knowledge of animal care best practices

* Improve feasibility of adoption via increased funding/financial incentives
* ldentify practical, cost effective solutions to animal care on the farm

* Practical, cost effective solutions to encourage adoption

* Increase awareness of resources for animal welfare practices

 Continue to enhance public image of farmers relative to commitment to animal

care best prciices ELAL
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Thank you!
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The Center for Organizational Governance in Agriculture
acknowledges and appreciates funding for this presentation provided
in part by the Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC through
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Advancing Canadian Agriculture
and Agri-Food (ACAAF) program.
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