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Introduction to the Plant and Animal Health

Branch
Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO), personnel changes
Role of the Animal Health Centre (AHC or Vet Lab)

in animal health emergencies

The powers in the Animal Health Act

Opportunities and Threats in the coming years.



The NEW org chart for Plant and Animal Health Branch

Agriculture Science and Policy Division
Plant and Animal Health Branch
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Three work units

Animal Health Centre (Vet Lab)

Plant Health Unit (with the plant lab)
Regulatory Unit (LHMR)

Keicana CAF) |













Animal Health Centre
7 ! 10stic Facility

B aquaculture, livestock and poultry
luction, companion animals and wildlife

 necropsy, histopathology, microbiology,
1olecular diagnostics, and serology.

Visit the Animal Health Centre website for...

* AHC lab submission forms
* Test and fee guide
* More information on lab services
* Instructions for submitting samples
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Ministry of Agriculture
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Chief Veterinary Officer

New CVO will have Animal Welfare in their job profile

Senior Animal Health Official for BC and must advise the minister.
Oversight of Inspectors

General Disease Control Orders

Declare an Emergency
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Animal Health Act

The Animal Health Act is on-line at the BC Laws website
Emergencies, protection of animal health information, Offences
Powers are to inspectors and the CVO

Regulations:

* Bees, Game Farming, Fur Farming

* Laboratory Fees

* Reportable Diseases

* Miscellaneous
We are updating the Plant Protection Act starting this year.




BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Role of the Vet Lab in animal health
emergencies

Being prepared to provide accurate and acceptable test results
Initial diagnosis

Surveillance — movement permits, zoning decisions

Liaison

Still provide all normal services to impacted and non-impacted
industries in a safe and bio-secure manner.
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The future.....challenges

1. New diseases that spread rapidly — African Swine Fever, Wuhan
Corona virus 2019

Accurate and rapid tests at reasonable costs

 Resources (S, , & @ ) to develop and implement these tests
Genomics (keeping up)

Stress, anxiety and burn-out

Public trust/pressure — RWA, housing, food safety, disease

Finding the highly specialized scientists and veterinarians we
need
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The future.......opportunities

. Genomics — disease attribution and accuracy in diagnostics
Stronger partnerships with Industry and Federal colleagues

. One Welfare

. People with passion
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